Enabler Technology Update

With version 4-35, Enabler has undergone another technology update to the tools used to create it.  Namely, we have shifted from Microsoft Visual Studio 2003 to Microsoft Visual Studio 2005 (MSVC8).

To facilitate an easier upgrade path to this version and allow distribution of the new required run time files in accordance with Microsoft’s recommended deployment practice, the upgrades have changed to accommodate.  The upgrades now come in various packages” (both manual and auto), which will allow updating of not just Enabler, but also the prerequisite runtimes.

In addition, we have taken this opportunity to rewrite the Full Install which will allow it to be installed on 64bit operating systems.  Although Windows XP is a 32bit operating system, the old install package was a 16bit application, and not viable for a 64bit o/s install.

Below is a list of the new install/upgrade types we will be offering with a description of each and details of when it is necessary to be used.  

The prerequisites for running Enabler 4-35 are:

· MSVC 2005 Runtime Files (MSVC8).  Required.

· Microsoft Installer 3.1 (required in some cases to install the MSVC 2005 Runtime Files)

· DotNet 2.0 Framework (if using 2nd Monitor Customer Display)

FullInstallCD

Desc: This is the full install.  It installs Enabler, MSVC8, DotNet 2.0 and MSI 3.1

Use: To be used for new installs.

PreReqCheckAutoUpgrade

Desc: This is an auto upgrade that will check if a machine has the required prerequisites to run Enabler 4.35.  It will install MSVC8 & MSI3.1 if necessary.  This is designed primarily to be scheduled to run in all your stores to prepare them for an upcoming upgrade to 4-35.  

In addition to installing the required prerequisites, this upgrade will log the tills prerequisite check results to a CSV file on the server.  The file is called <rrbbtt>.status, and will be written to the status folder underneath the folder configured as the tills upgrade package path.  i.e: 

\\enserver\Enabler\comms\upgpack\status\010201.status

The contents of this file would look something like this:

999901,MSI,Y,25/08/2006 06:33:45
999901,MSVC8,Y,25/08/2006 06:33:46
999901,PreReq,OK,25/08/2006 06:33:52
This tells us that the MS Installer and MSVC8 were both installed correctly, and that the PreReq status of this machine is okay.

This file can then be used by HO to ascertain their organisations readiness to upgrade to 4-35.  Comms scripts could be modified to bring these files back to HO which can then be viewed in excel.

By using this prerequisite check/install auto upgrade, this means that when the time comes to upgrade your stores, you only need to use the “UpgradeStd” upgrade, as you have already installed the required prerequisites.

Use: To determine status of tills and their readiness for the 4-35 upgrade.  Install required prerequisites.

UpgradeStd

Desc: This is the standard upgrade and is what we are accustomed to.  It upgrades Enabler only.

Use: Use when you have already upgraded the till to a version of 4.35 or higher.  This means that all prerequisites are known to have been installed on the till.  It can also be used if you have run the “PreReqCheckAutoUpgrade”.

UpgradeRequired

Desc: This upgrade will upgrade Enabler and additionally install the MSVC8 runtimes (& MSI Installer) if necessary.  If MSVC8 is already installed, it will not be reinstalled.

Use: Use when you are upgrading from a version of Enabler earlier than 4-35, and you do NOT use the 2nd monitor customer display functionality.  It is envisaged that this will be the version used by most customers in upgrading to 4-35.

UpgradeFull

Desc: This is a “full” upgrade.  It upgrades Enabler, installs MSVC8, MSI Installer & DotNet2.0 when necessary.

Use: Use when you are upgrading from a version earlier than 4-35 and you use the 2nd monitor customer display functionality.
